BROAD  HALFPENNY  DOWN

On June 26, 1781, it was " ordered that eleven
Hats be procured for the Cricketers and a black
one for the Waiter/' and on July 16, 1791, there
was a discussion on a point of law. " The
Umpire said: ' I really think the Ball hit the
Ground, but I cannot be positive.' " It wasn't
quite the right way to put it, though not quite so
bad as the recorded pronouncement of a later and
equally candid umpire : "I didn't see it, but it's
out." Apparently the decision, if it was a decision
was made in an England and Hampshire match on
Windmill Down ; it is significant that it was
referred to a Committee of the M.C.C., including
Sir Horace Mann and Col. Lenox (afterwards Duke
of Richmond), for it was the establishment and
growth of the M.C.C. in the London area that led
to the fall of the Hambledon Club from its proud
position.

The few actual references to the play in the
minutes are supplemented by notes on the
matches which Mr. Ashley-Cooper supplies. We
find it recorded of the match against England in
1772 that'' Lumpy had the honour of bowling out
Small, which had not been done for some years."
According to the Reading Mercury of the time, a
match in the next year, 1773, attracted 20,000
spectators. This may rather surprise the pessi-
mists who think it is a new and portentous thing
that great crowds should go to watch cricket; and
that other tribe who imagine that betting on
games is a product of modern debasement may be
presented with the Reading Mercury's statement
regarding a match at Lord's in 1791: " It is
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